
A working smoke alarm saved a family from a house fire Friday morning that 

caused approximately $60,000 damage to 1411 Hero St. SE.  At 9:42 a.m. 

Friday Palm Bay Fire-Rescue responded to 1411 Hero St. SE for a reported 

structure fire.  Upon arrival smoke and flames were seen coming from inside 

the home where a family of three and a friend were inside.  The family friend 

staying at the home was awakened by the smoke alarm and discovered a 

mattress burning in the master bedroom.  The friend grabbed a fire 

extinguisher and attempted to put the fire out.  ñWhen this attempt failed, he 

tried pulling the mattress out of the house and ended up cutting his foot and 

suffering burns on the other,ò said District Chief Gene Harrell.  ñHe was 

transported to the hospital for treatment of his injuries.ò

There was heavy smoke damage to nearly a third of the home with 

heavy smoke damage throughout the rest of the house.  There were no other 

injuries reported.  The fire is being ruled accidental with exact cause 

undetermined.
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