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POSSIBLE ELECTRICAL SHORT TRIGGERS FIRE

(Palm Bay)ðA possible short in an extension cord used to power a portable light is 

being blamed for sparking a fire that caused approximately $30,000 in damage.At 

approximately 9:00 a.m. Monday Palm Bay Fire-Rescue personnel responded to 731 

August St. SE after a neighbor called 9-1-1 to report seeing smoke.As firefighters 

responded the neighbor knocked on the doors and windows of the home to make sure 

no one was inside.The homeowners, an elderly couple, left about 30-minutes earlier. 

When firefighters arrived smoke was coming from the structure.Firefighters 

contained the fire to the attic area of the home.Further investigation by the Fire 

Marshalôs Office revealed the point of origin was in the attic and the most likely cause 

of the fire was an extension cord.According to the homeowner the cord was old and 

was connected to an old electrical outlet as well.ñAnytime you are using extension 

cords make sure they are in good condition and not frayed or cut, especially if they 

are old,ò said Fire Marshal Mike Couture.ñThat goes for the electrical outlets and light 

fixtures as well.ò

When using extension cords itôs best to use them for temporary purposes, not 

permanent use.Fire prevention experts advise hiring a professional electrician if 

additional electrical outlets are needed.

There were no injuries as a result of the fire.






